
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
February 13, 2018 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
February 13, 2018. 

The meeting was called to order at 4:31 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were:  
Robbie Robertson, President; Eron Berg, Vice President; and Al Littlefield Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  George Sidhu, General Manager; Gary Chrysler, IT Manager; 
Mark Handzlik, Engineering Manager, Sally Saxton, Treasurer, Peter Gilbert, Attorney; 
and Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; Audience:  Judy Littlefield, Diane Robertson, 
Bryce Oxford, Tim Fisher and District Employees:  Kathy White, Mike Fox, Mike 
Demers, Kevin Tate, Luis Gonzalez, Mark Semrau, and Ben Hansen. 

Commissioner Littlefield led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Littlefield moved to approve the Consent Agenda for February 13, 2018: 
1. Approval of Agenda 02/13/18 
2. Approval of Minutes 01/23/18 Commission Meeting 
3. Ratification of Vouchers 01/30/18; 02/06/18 

No. 2777 – Voucher Nos. 11489-11550 ($193,290.35) 
No. 2778 – Voucher Nos. 11551-11598, Payroll Check Nos. 21347-21426 
($351,196.54) 

4. Approval of Vouchers 02/13/18 
No. 2779 – Voucher Nos. 11599-11679 ($66,045.82) 
No. 2780 – Voucher No. 11677 ($22,426.49) 

5. Recommendation to Award Purchase of New Hydro Excavator Truck 

Commissioner Robertson requested removal of Agenda Item #11 for presentation at a 
future meeting. 

Under Audience Comments: 

Tim Fisher, 4501 San Juan Avenue, Anacortes 
Commented on water availability for property he purchased on Old Deception Mill Lane 
in Anacortes on October 27, 2017.  His comments included referral by Skagit County to 
the District regarding water availability; disagreement with District requirements for 
water availability; outdated 2004 letter to previous property owners regarding water 
service; that his property would be the last house in a group currently served from the 
service line on Highway 20; and the high cost to meet District requirements. 

Bryce Oxford, Oak Harbor 
Commented on water availability for his property in the same vicinity.  His comments 
included that he was also referred by Skagit County to the District for water availability 
even though he had a favorable water availability determination from the City of 
Anacortes; wanted to know what is broken with the system regarding accurate 
information to make sound decisions regarding property investment. 

Engineering Manager Handzlik stated that the properties are on the boundary of the City 
of Anacortes and PUD service areas with Highway 20 being the dividing line.  There are 
currently homes on City water that are in PUD service area.  The waterline adjacent to 
the Fisher property was installed in 1999. 

Mr. Oxford requested a letter of right of refusal from PUD so he could obtain water 
service from the City of Anacortes. 

Commissioner Berg moved to authorize the General Manager to write a letter of right of 
refusal from the District to the City of Anacortes for Parcel #73236 (Oxford property) to 
allow that parcel to connect to the City of Anacortes for water service. 

Manager Sidhu asked if there were any other parcels in this area that would need service 



and stated he did not have an answer.  Engineering Manager Handzlik stated he was 
concerned that this is an audience comment period and a decision is being discussed 
without all the information. 

Commissioner Robertson stated that Mr. Fisher is surrounded by properties served by the 
City of Anacortes and it is cost prohibitive for a District line extension when he can 
install a meter at the SW corner of his property.  Commissioner Berg stated that would be 
a staff decision. 

The motion passed. 

Mr. Oxford thanked the Commission. 

Commissioner Robertson indicated that Mr. Fisher would need to pay his System 
Development Fee and staff will determine where he can connect to the system.  
Engineering Manager Handzlik stated that a letter of water availability will be issued 
based on the original letter in 2004. 

Mr. Fisher thanked the Commission. 

Under Old Business: 

6. Manager’s Report - Manager Sidhu reported on the following: 

• Distributed the second packet of draft IT Department AP&P’s and asked if 
there were any questions or comments regarding the first packet. 

• Commission Objectives – discussed a series of three Coffee with the 
Commissioners meetings and agreed to meet March 2 for District 3 at the 
Sedro-Woolley Senior Center at 10:30 AM; March 23 for District 2 at the 
Mount Vernon Library and to schedule the third meeting for District 1 
following the outcome of the first two meetings. 

• Event in front the building this afternoon, a car caught fire and Engineering 
Manager Handzlik and construction personnel assisted with fire extinguishers 
prior to arrival of the fire department.  No one was injured. 

Under New Business: 

7. Presentation on Document Management System – This item was removed from 
the 2018 Budget to discuss at a future time and discussion is beginning today.  
The District proposed to hire a consultant to prepare a Request for Qualifications 
(RFQ) to select the best document management system for the District.  Accent 
Business Services based in Vancouver WA was being considered for that role 
and will lead the discussion today to determine what needs to be done to select a 
consultant.  David Chaney and Jeff Tompkins, Senior Partners, are joining us on 
a conference call.  The overhead presentation included the following, 
Introduction; Document/Content Management; General Considerations; Risk 
Mitigation and Procurement & Project Phases. 

Manager Sidhu stated that risk management is a large component especially with 
public record requests.  He stated that the State is offering three grants each at 
$45,000 for Hardware/Software, Organization and Labor and the District will 
apply for all three with applications due February 28.  He stated that no decisions 
have been made, just keeping the Commission informed.  Discussion ensued 
regarding various aspects of the information presented. 

8. Motion for Removal of Capital Assets – Action 
Commissioner Littlefield moved to retire the assets as presented and 
recommended per Fixed and Tagged Asset Policy #1022 at the meeting of 
February 13, 2018.  The motion passed. 

9. Recommendation to Award 5-Year Strategic Plan – Action 
Manager Sidhu stated that a Request for Proposals was advertised and seven 
proposals were received, three of the seven firms were interviewed and the 
review committee recommended BERK Consulting. Manager Sidhu 



recommended approval of the contract as is, which is over the $40,000 
discussed; however, the District can amend of the scope of work to stay within 
$40,000.  Commissioner Littlefield recommended joint meeting times to 
coordinate with regular Commission meeting times.  Commissioner Berg moved 
to authorize the General Manager to enter into a contract with BERK Consulting 
for the development of a 5-year Strategic Plan and to stay within the $40,000 
discussed during planning for this project.  The motion passed. 

10. Review of New Administrative Practice and Procedures (AP&P’s) - Discussion 
AP&P #2043 - Salary Administration for Non-Represented Employees, AP&P 
#2044 - Employee Evaluation Guidelines and Process, and Related Documents 
were included in Commission notebooks for review and no decision is required.  
Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of the information provided, and the 
Commission requested that Manager Sidhu review other options for Consumer 
Price Index (CPI) calculations more representative of this area. 

11. Potential Areas of Facility Relocation – Discussion 
Postponed to a future meeting. 

12. Delinquent LUD Assessment Report – Action 
Manager Sidhu stated that Treasurer Saxton prepared this report, including a 
summary of all LUD’s.  Commissioner Berg moved to acknowledge review of 
LUD status and authorize proceeding with collection actions of delinquent 
installments.  Discussion ensued regarding potential payment options to avoid 
foreclosure costs.  Attorney Gilbert stated that the District is well protected in 
second lien position.  The motion passed. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Littlefield stated he spoke with Del 
Farrell and he is pleased that the water availability issue was solved so quickly. 

Commissioner Robertson stated he was headed to Olympia for the WA PUD Association 
(WPUDA) Legislative Committee meeting tomorrow. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Littlefield moved 
for adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of February 13, 2018 was 
adjourned at 6:04 PM. 
 
   
 Robbie Robertson, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Al Littlefield, Secretary Eron Berg, Vice President 


